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Introduction
The following comments are made by Maria D.L. Coleman, Native Village of Eklutna (NVE)
Vice President (2nd Chief), Lead Judge (Rules Keeper), Cultural Facilitator, paying Member of
Chugach Electric Association beginning in 1978 off and on, and then since home purchase
January 1980, and AWWU (Anchorage Water & Wastewater Utility). Maria began
involvement with the Eklutna Tribe as a volunteer on the Constitution Committee. The Tribal
Membership approved the Constitution in January 1996.

Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) is a bona fide Tribal Government recognized by the United
States. It was RE-Organized to have a Traditional Tribal Council by the People of Eklutna
village in 1961. Changing to this structure created acceptance and allowed fuller
participation in pursuing land claims. The tribe operated as a tribe and received federal
funding long before being officially recognized by the U.S. as Eklutna Native Village. “The
Parties” need to fix their statement, changing “organized” to “RE-organized.”
Eklutna, Inc. is a for profit corporation organized under State of Alaska laws. It was
authorized to accept land and money to benefit the village and shareholders through the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA).
The Eklutna village Municipal Overlay District (the village site) is our Capital. Tribal
Members, Shareholders, and many Descendants consider the village to be our Capital.
Most of us and our family members have connections back to it and continue to visit there
and many of our ancestors and relatives are buried there. Nevertheless, our traditional
homeland covers all of the Municipality of Anchorage and the southern boundaries of the
Mat-Su Borough.
ANCSA and Corporate restrictions on acquiring stock resulted in the majority of Eklutna
descendants being enrolled in the Tribal Government only. (NVE) The Tribe and Eklutna, Inc.
often work together to benefit all Eklutna People, as well as Anchorage, the Matanuska Valley,
other businesses, and communities. We also join forces with the Cook Inlet Region, nonprofits, CIRI area villages and other tribes to help resolve and overcome common concerns.
1)
There is an omission that needs to be included that the land around Eklutna Lake and
River corridor is owned by Eklutna, Inc. including the riverbed, and Thunderbird Park Trails.

2) There is an omission that land around the mouth of Eklutna River is managed by
Great Land Trust as a Conservation Easement to be used by and benefit Eklutna people.
3)
Section 1.0 incorrectly states, “The Eklutna Hydroelectric Project (Project) is located in
Southcentral Alaska approximately 30 miles northeast of downtown Anchorage near the
Native Village of Eklutna (NVE).” It should state, “Eklutna Village (the Capital of the Tribe).”
4)
3.13.1 Background – It is incorrect to say that The Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) is
located near the mouth of the Eklutna River. This should say Eklutna Village.
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Native Village of Eklutna Wetland Program Plan 2014 (epa.gov)

Native Village of Eklutna 2014 Wetland Program Plan, Map Closeup of Eklutna, Inc. Lands

Close up of Conservation Easements managed by Great Land Trust
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The Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) passed a resolution March 17, 2021, entitled
ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES ENDORSES RESTORATION OF
EKLUTNA RIVER, which, “Calls for Release of Water to Support Salmon and
Eklutna Dena’ina.
"Through Resolution 20-17 AFN expresses our support of efforts
to restore traditional rivers and streams for fish and wildlife
habitat, traditional subsistence uses, and sustainable natural
resource development, and in particular, the efforts of tribes
like the Native Village of Eklutna." The Alaska Federation of
Natives represents 168 federally recognized tribes, 166 village
corporations, 8 regional corporations, and 12 regional
nonprofit and tribal consortiums. The annual gathering is the
largest within Indian country in the United States.”

“The Taking of Water and Access to Abundant Fish” from Eklutna River began before
Eklutna and neighboring tribal people were recognized as U.S. citizens and allowed to vote.
When the June 2, 1924, Indian Citizenship Act occurred, the lower dam was already in
progress and a court case took until 1926 before it was determined the Act included Alaska
Natives. However, voting was governed by territorial and state law. Alaska had biased
limitations on who qualified to vote until the law was corrected in 1975. (51 Years Later)
It takes some populations a very long time to adapt to change and fair values. The 1991
Agreement chose the impact to Fish and Wildlife as a focus, without consideration of the
devastation caused to Indigenousness populations who continue to use Dena’ina Ełnena.
We are grateful that the Utilities of that agreement have at least committed to include NVE
and its Members in, among other items, information, plan development, and NVE comment
summary to the Governor on the Fish and Wildlife Program. The Tribal Council believed
Utility Leadership made genuine appreciative statements in response to our needs in 2020.

January 1, 2007, Daniel Alex (March 9, 1941-Sept. 12, 2007) son of Mike Alex wrote:
“The village used to get salmon for food until the salmon deteriorated. My mother would
tell us that we needed salmon for dinner, and we would go to the stream and toss fish up
onto the bank and pick a good one. The ones not acceptable were thrown back into the
stream. That stream was a spawning area for the pink and chum salmon. Sockeye and
Coho and king salmon did migrate up Thunderbird Creek. Where rainbow and other trout
species are, means that salmon are present. Different trout species feed on salmon eggs
and likely salmon fry. The fact that trout migrated to the lake meant there was food
present for them. A conclusion that salmon run was destroyed by the dams is a logical
conclusion.”
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Eklutna Lake Flowing into the Eklutna River June 1941

The Lake is Full
Following are online historical references supporting the citizenship and voting statements.
History of Women's Rights in America | Your Dream Blog (liveyourdream.org)
1870 — The 15th Amendment is ratified, saying, “The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.” African-Americans may vote now, but women may not. … Nor
Alaska Natives and American Indians.
100 Years with the 19th Amendment (mcny.org)
Therefore, 1920
th
August 26, 2020 is the 100 anniversary of when the federal government certified states’
ratification of the 19th amendment pertaining to voting rights for women. The federal amendment
mandates “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account of sex.”
Your Vote Counts: A History of Voting Discrimination in Alaska | News | anchoragepress.com
“In 1925, the Alaska Legislature enacted a literacy test that required potential voter to demonstrate
that they could read and write English before they were allowed to vote. This was later added to
the Alaska Constitution and remained law until 1970.
The Voting Rights Act - The Voting Rights Act (VRA) was passed with broad bipartisan support in
1965 to prevent discrimination in voting. The 1965 law prevented racial and ethnic discrimination
in voting, and the 1975 amendments also prevented discrimination against people who speak Native
languages. In general, the VRA means Alaska Natives must receive the same access to information
and voting as non-Natives and that Native language speakers must receive the same information as
those who speak fluent English.” Fifty-One Years Later
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Page 5 of 11

Comments from a Tribal Perspective
                                      

Native Village of Eklutna Traditional Tribal Council unanimously approved the language for
two educational signage, while worried that the Utilities did not want to share water.

We continue to request and pray for MORE WATER and PASSAGE OF FISH TO AND FROM THE
LAKE to restore the natural rhythm and sustainability of Salmon for the health and safety of
our Tribal Members, families, and surrounding communities. The need for local resources
became even more critical during the COVID Crisis, as we all struggled to find foods that had
not deteriorated in quality, knowing locally harvested foods were best for our bodies.
The leading Causes of Death for Alaska Natives and American Indians (1999-2020) were
COVID-19, heart disease, and Malignant Neoplasms. Diabetes ranked 6th. The Western
World speculates it may be due to poverty and lack of education. Many of us believe junk
food and preservatives replacing access to our traditional foods is the major contributor.

There should be another release of water from Eklutna Lake into the River.
On September 18, 2021, water was released to the Eklutna River from the Eklutna Lake Dam
for three weeks in increments of 150, 75, and 50 cubic feet per second (cfs) to help the
scientists understand the effect downstream, an incredibly tiny amount compared to its glory
days. A lot of people who wanted to be there to watch in person but were cautious about
the new up tic in COVID-19, particularly since Alaska Natives had a disproportional higher
rate of illness and death, and we knew a lot of people who had to go into quarantine.
A video was shared in social media and on the web. You could see the river gain strength and
hear the water flow as in dance. Eklutna people and many others had an emotional response;
the most often written comment was “Beautiful.” We looked forward to the release in 2022.
Since the release amount was so minimal, we do not understand why the Year 2 release is
not being conducted. Who made the decisions? What were the reasons? We were not told
even though we were promised to be kept informed, we have yet to be informed.
                                      

NVE, staff, Council Members, and others are very appreciative of those trying
to learn and understand our concerns and perspectives. There hasn’t been very
much of that in our experience. It is golden!
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Social Injustice & Impacts, disproportionately high and adverse effects
on tribes and minorities should be an important part of decisions,
especially considering the century of loss and unfairness to Eklutna.
EPA, NOAA, FWS – all have guidelines and studies for reference. Samples follow.
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3.13.4 Methodology. There is disagreement on the phrase , “Even though the Project is not
a Federal undertaking subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act….” And
similar statements in other sections.
“A

Federal undertaking is a project, activity, or program either
funded, permitted, licensed, or approved by a Federal Agency.”
Perhaps “The Parties” mean that the 1991 agreement does not say so. The Federal Agencies
still have trust responsibilities towards tribes, and a multitude of regulations and Executive
Orders. NAGPRA, NHPA, NEPA, Executive Order (EO) 12898 Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations.
 The Traditional Tribal Government of Eklutna appointed Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers (THPOs) beginning in 2004. It is believed these positions are grandfathered
in and well qualified. NVE THPOs: Marc Lamoureux, Maria Coleman, Aaron Leggett.
 There is disagreement about the statement in 3:13.1 “The United States purchased
Alaska from the Russian Empire in 1867.” The 1867 Treaty of Cession refers to ceding
territory and dominion possessed by Russia. Russia did not occupy, use, possess or
see much of anything except for a few settlements. On the other hand, some U.S.
laws require Natives to prove use and occupancy. There is also a great omission in
not discussing the Government-to-Government relationship between the Tribe and
the Federal Government, including Agencies, the Government to-Government
relationship between the Anchorage Assembly and the Tribe, the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act, and other such matters if you are going to mention Russia at all.
 It is incorrect to say in 3.13.1 “The Eklutna River drainage was an important
subsistence hunting area for the people of Eklutna up through the 1950s. It still is
an important subsistence area, whether it is hunting, trapping, fishing, gathering
plants and eggs, firewood, rocks, and items for creativity, communing with nature,
family outings, remembering ancestors, educating younger generations, praying, etc.
Subsistence isn’t just about hunting. ANCSA and our Conservation Easements allow
Traditional activities, the State allows Recreational activities. Just because some state
rules came up with a definition to further ban Alaska Natives from access to fish and
wildlife, does not mean that actual, factual subsistence does not occur.
 It is incorrect to say in 3.13.1, “Eklutna village is unincorporated and lies within the
Municipality of Anchorage.
Anchorage lies within Eklutna Traditional Territory. The Municipality of Anchorage
recognized the importance of Eklutna, the only traditional Alaska Native village
remaining in the Anchorage area and designated a special Overlay Zoning District.
For those who do not know, the Tribe consists of Member-Citizens who live
throughout the Cook Inlet land-and-water-area, as has been the case for centuries.
Some live in other parts of Alaska and out-of-state. The people are the tribe, not a
census district. What does “unincorporated” have to do with anything?
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 1.2.12 Ongoing Study Efforts. It might be incorrect to have a standalone statement,
“Each of these entities has committed to sharing their results with the Project Owners
when available.” Some items may be considered confidential, some items may not be
appropriate to share with the public, some information may need to be protected
from public desecration.
 While Eklutna people are currently conservative about use of the river due to the very
low number of fish, that has not always been so, nor is it the vision for the future. We
pray for the Return of Salmon with healthy natural rhythms, that would require more
water and passage to and from the Lake.

The 1991 Agreement

(General Comments)

“The F&W Agreement” between the Municipality of Anchorage, DBA Anchorage Municipal
Light and Power, Chugach Electric Association, Inc., Matanuska Electric Association, Inc., U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Energy Authority, and the
State of Alaska, Relative to the Eklutna and Snettisham Hydroelectric Projects, entered on
August 7, 1991, outlines a Study Plan.
The Purchasers agree to fund studies to examine, and quantify, if possible, the impacts to
fish and wildlife from the Eklutna and Snettisham Projects. The studies will also examine
and develop proposals for the protection, mitigation, and enhancement of fish and wildlife
affected by such hydroelectric development. This examination shall consider the impact of
fish and wildlife measures on electric rate payers, municipal water utilities, recreational
users, and adjacent land use, as well as available means to mitigate these impacts.
 Anchorage Water & Wastewater Utility is not listed or discussed, while it is an integral
part of the questions raised on water supply and usage. Have they been consulted,
and what data do they have that can be shared with the Study Groups?
 It is worthy to note that in 1986, oil prices fell and marked the beginning of recession
that lasted through 1990, which negatively affected ANCSA corporation businesses
and tribal opportunities.
 It is worthy to note that around the same time the 1991 Agreement was being
processed, most of the Alaska Native population was focused on a tremendous
number of topics and concerns related to the 1991 Amendments to ANCSA.
 Those events crippled the availability of our people to focus on anything but survival.
Maria Coleman phrased it, “The Utilities were Holding the Bucket for Eklutna.”
 In 2002 NVE created the Eklutna River Watershed Council (ERWC), with the first public
meeting held April 20, 2004, with Member and Advisor support from Federal
Agencies, Chugach Park, Municipality of Anchorage, nearby Community Councils, four
(4) Electric and Water Companies, Eklutna, Inc., and others.
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Cultural and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)
3.11.4.2.4 NVE Resident Survey. The Study Plan per 1991 Agreement, specifically calls for
examination of impacts on recreational users. Eklutna People are recreational users as
well, and it does not just mean residents of Eklutna Village, but all Eklutna people.
3.13.1 “The Native Village of Eklutna (NVE)” is located… change to “Eklutna Village is located…
Since “Dena’ina” means “The People” please use “Dena’ina” without “the” in front of it and
without “people” behind it – The-the-People-people!
3.13.5 Reporting, and in any other pages - Should not limit to Cultural Properties, but also
include Historic sites. Also, limiting restriction of information for only AHRS is not what NVE
requested, some sites NVE may not want to be known due to public pilfering and trespass.
Note also that historical sites do not have to be buildings. There are lots of “Fox Holes” that
the military has as historical sites. Of course, for some reason, Dena’ina Fish Pits continue to
be ignored as anything significant except by Dena’ina. The world is so slow. The importance
of a site has to do with the culture and people it is important to, not if Euro-Americans agree.
Why is Eklutna not mentioned in the section for historical and archeological sites?
3.13.3 Study Area – “The proposed focus area or Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the
Cultural Resources Study encompasses locations of possible project impacts, with a
conservative buffer to fully include all potential archaeological and historic properties that
could be directly, indirectly, or cumulatively affected.”
The statement is evasive. It is not clear as to whether it is for the impacts of increasing water
as mitigation, or the affects of “the impacts to fish and wildlife from the Eklutna and
Snettisham Projects” done since the 1950’s, per the agreement language. Should be both.
3.13.4 Methodology – There is disagreement with statements in 3:13.4, 3.13.4.3, related to
Federal undertaking and not Section 106. See previous comments
NOTE: TEK (Traditional Ecological Knowledge) is not just for documenting cultural /historical
sites, it is for documenting the impacts on fish and wildlife, impacts on culture and people
(social injustice), and is treated with the same weight as other scientific data/ federal policies.
According to NAGPRA, contact NVE THPOs if any remains are found.
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The following maps were provided by Aaron Leggett to show our Traditional Homelands.

James Fall photo from
ADN, 2018, saving
Dena’ina Culture.

Seeing all these
places on a map
gives a clear idea
why the Eklutna
Village Overlay
District is very
important to us.
Seeing all the sites
going up to and
around Eklutna
Lake is significant.
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